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When the remaining subdivisions came under British jurisdiction in consequence of the treaty of Poona, and Ahmadabad "became a separate Collectorate, the absence of all reliable information on the details of revenue management necessitated a large resort to the farming system, and strangers who bid the highest terms were freely admitted to them whenever the Patels, to whom the preference was always given, would not take them. In such cases, the rights of the ryots were preserved by the farmers being bound to respect existing tenures and conform to all village customs. The Collector and his assistants moved freely about the country and checked abuses. Many villages were let out on terms unfavourable to the State, with a view to induce immigration from the neighbouring G-aikvar's territories. The system on the whole was found to succeed, although it would be difficult to say whether the assessments were heavy or otherwise: at all events, collections were made without distraint of property and but little imprisonment of defaulters, while very few remissions had to be granted and no advances from the treasury, and ryots were not known to leave British territory, or even move from village to village. The variety of systems of revenue management, adapted in each case to the habits and immemorial customs of the people, were but little interfered with, and this, together with the repression of disorder by the strong hand of British power, tended, if not to a rapid development of prosperity, at all events to keep the people contented, and allowed time to exercise its due effect in preparing them for the introduction of the more radical reforms of the Bombay Revenue Survey, commenced in 1853. To show the complicated nature of the revenue systems in force, a specimen of that of one village, taken from the records of what was termed the Eevenue Survey of 1820-26, is given in a Note. In. other villages, matters were complicated by members of various castes having to pay, in different quarters of the same village, rates varying according to caste, crop, and season of cultivation, or different shares of produce regulated by similar considerations, sometimes combined with the payment of plough-tax and other cash levies, and sometimes not. The cesses even varied according to caste, and according to whether alienated as well as Government land was held by the same person. In "bUgvatai (division of pro-